Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ROME 03615 082005 Z 

64 

ACTION NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 10-12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 

USIA-12 SCS-03 SCA-01 OMB-01 RSR-01 /122 W 

007592 

R 081833 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8644 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
RUESBEMAMEMVASSY BEIRUT 1330 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 3615 

E. 0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREFITIZ 
SUBJECT: IRAQI JEWS 

DEPT PASS USINT BAGHDAD 

REF A. STATE 080551; B. STATE 084779; C. ROME 3512 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: ITALIAN EMBASSY BAGHDAD HAS CONFIRMED MURDER 
OF KASHKUSH FAMILY BY IRAQI SECRET POLICE, BUT FROM OTHER THAN 
OFFICIAL IRAQI SOURCES. ON OTHER HAND, IRAQI GOVERNMENT APPEARS 
TO BE FACILITATING EMIGRATION OF JEWS. ITALIANS AND OTHER WESTERN 
DIPLOMATS IN BAGHDAD BELIEVE THAT FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS TO IRAQIS 
ON BEHALF OF IRAQI JEWS WOULD BE USELESS AND COULD BE COUNTERPRO- 
DUCTIVE. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON MAY 8, RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL CONVEYED 
SUBSTANCE OF MAY 6 TELEGRAM FROM ITALIAN EMBASSY BAGHDAD REPLYING 
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TO MINISTRY' S INQUIRRY RE MURDER OF KASHKUSH FAMILY. ACCORDING 
ITALIAN MESSAGE, " VARIETY OF SOURCES" CONFIRM THAT FIVE MEMBERS OF 
KASHKUSH FAMILY WERE MURDERED ON APRIL 12 IN THEIR OWN HOME. 
ACCORDING ITALIANS, THESE SAME SOURCES REPORTED THAT IRAQI " SECRET 
POLICE" RESPONSIBLE FOR MURDERS. 

3. ITALIAN MESSAGE COMMENTED THAT IRAQI SECRET POLICE POWERFUL 
AND ALMOST AUTONOMOUS WITH REPUTATION FOR VIOLENCE AND 
REPRESSION. 

HOWEVER, IN ITALIAN EMBASSY VIEW IT " IMPROBABLE" THAT GOVERNMENT 
OF IRAQ HAS UNDERTAKEN CAMPAIGN OF PERSECUTION AGAINST IRAQI JEWS, 
AND ALL EVIDENCE POINTS TO SECRET POLICE ACTING ON THEIR OWN. 

ITALIANS BELIEVE THAT IRAQI GOVERNMENT ITSELF CONCERNED RE SITUATION 
OF IRAQI JEWS, AND DOES NOT RPT NOT WANT MATTER TO GET OUT OF HAND. 
THEREFORE, IRAQIS ARE FACILITATING EMIGRATION OF JEWS, AND ISSUING 
PASSPORTS TO THEM WITHOUT DIFFICULTY. ITALIANS INFORMED THAT 
EUROPEAN EMBASSIES IN BAGHDAD HAVE ISSUED THIRTY VISAS TO IRAQI JEWS 
DURING PAST FEW WEEKS. 

4. ACCORDING ITALIAN EMBASSY MESSAGE, IT IS CONSENSUS AMONG 
WESTERN DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY IN BAGHDAD THAT ANY FURTHER 
INVER VENTION 

ON BEHALF OF IRAQI JEWS WITH IRAQI GOVERNMENT WOULD BE USELESS AND 
POSSIBLY COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. TO ITALIAN EMBASSY' S KNOWLEDTE, NO 
RPT NO OTHER WESTERN EMBASSY IN BAGHDAD HAS RECEIVED IMRTRU CTONS 
TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS TO IRAQIS ON SUBJECT. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO QUERY, FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL STATED THAT 
" VARIETY OF SOURCES" CITED IN ITALIAN MESSAGE DOES NOT RPT NOT 
INCLUDE ANY APPROACH TO IRAQI GOVERNMENT BECAUSE, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH PARAGRAPH FOUR ABOVE, ITALIAN EMBASSY DEEMED THIS INADVISABLE. 
OFFICIAL SAID THAT ISRAELI EMBASSY ROME HAD BEEN GIVEN SUBSTANCE 

OF ITALIAN EMBASSY’ S REPORT ON MAY 7. 

6. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF B, WE ASKED THAT FOREIGN 

MINISTRY QUERSITALIAN EMBASSY BAGHDAD ABOUT REPORTED MURDER OF 
TWAGES AND GAHTAN BROTHERS, AND OFFICIAL AGREED TO DO SO. 
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